Breast carcinoma-in-situ: an emerging problem in Singapore.
Breast carcinoma-in-situ constitutes 4.1% of 707 breast cancers diagnosed between 1988 and 1990. Among these 30 patients, intraductal carcinoma-in-situ (DCIS) outnumbers lobular carcinoma-in-situ (LCIS) by 9-fold. They are mostly symptomatic - 87% present as breast lumps and/or nipple discharge, with 52% of lumps exceeding 2cm size. Three patients were detected by screening mammography and it is expected that more breast carcinoma-in-situ will be detected through mammographic screening. Two-thirds of the patients had mastectomy while the rest had lesser procedures. The different surgical procedures and adjuvant therapy instituted for the patients are reflections of the differing opinions regarding optimum therapy for carcinoma-in-situ and the differing rationale for DCIS and LCIS lesions.